St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Brampton
December 24, 2020; 10:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols Service
Words of Welcome
Silent Prayer and Meditation

Gathering to Worship
Opening Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Call to Worship:
Hope looked down and saw a people in darkness.
“I will go be-with them” said Hope.
Peace looked down and saw a people at war.
“I will go be-with them,” said Peace
Joy looked down and saw a people in despair.
“I will go be-with them,” said Joy.
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son:
So Love came down and on this night was born:
Love came as a baby, as Emmanuel – God with us.
In celebration let us come, come and worship,
Let us worship the new-born Christ, God for us!
Opening Prayer

Li ght i ng of t he Chri s t Candl e

St. Andrew's

Advent Banner and Candle Liturgy
See insert
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Advent Hymn: Hope is a star https://youtu.be/s4OnYjWaapc 119

Presbyterian Church

The Gi f t of God’ s Word

A Community Loving God
By Loving our Neighbours
____________________________________

At St. Andrew's, Brampton, we:
learn together to know God’s love through worship and study;
put our faith into action by loving and caring for each other;
use God’s gifts to go forth to bring others to Christ.

Unison Prayer for Illumination:
(See Readings below)
Christmas God, who sent your Son to be the “Light of the
world,” may the glorious light of your Gospel shine in our
hearts so that we may reflect your glory. Amen.
First Reading: Luke 2:1-7
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6
(L: The Word of the Lord: All: Thanks be to God.)

Meditation: “Arise & Shine: A Shining Light.” Rev. Geoff Ross

Res pons e and Thanks gi vi ng

In Worship at this Service

Offering Announcement:

Sacrament of Communi on
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Christmas Reading: John 1:1-14, 16-18 (See Readings below)
Hymn: Joy to the world
153
Presentation of Gifts and Prayer of Dedication
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving:
Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
(Communion by Intinction)
Prayer After Communion

Minister: Rev. Geoffrey M. Ross
Music: Shelagh Tyreman
Liturgists: Regan Ross, Harrison Ross, Simpson Ross

May God bless you this Christmas and keep you in 2021.
From the Ministers, Session & Staff of
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

Commi ssi oni ng
Hymn: Silent night

https://youtu.be/kFHnRp_zIeE
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(Sung and led by the Senior Choir, featuring Sarah Loree – flute)

Commission and Benediction:
As we leave, let us give thanks for the gift of God’s light.
“Let us arise, shine, for our light has come;
the glory of the Lord rises upon us.”
As a people in darkness we have seen a great light.
“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.”
Rejoicing, we proclaim the world’s praises of Him;
“Lo, our King comes;
He calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light!”
This Christmas, may your good deeds praise God.
“As jewels of a crown, may we shine like stars in heaven.”
Amen.

Merry Christmas!

O p e n i n g R e a d i n g : Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD
has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and
thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of
the LORD.

First Readi ng: Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

Second Readi ng: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in
this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the
shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning

or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth
we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the
sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For
it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
(L: The Word of the Lord: All: Thanks be to God.)

Chri stmas Readi ng: John 1:1-14, 16-18 (NRSV)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace
and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.

Announcements for Thursday, Dec. 24, 2020
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Welcome to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church – Online!

We are glad that you chose to join us for worship today. We hope
you will find our worship inspiring and our fellowship warm.

Re-opening Date Postponed– Again!

In light of the ongoing rise in COVID19 cases – and the Peel/Brampton
region in lockdown, the Session has regrettably decided to postpone
In-Person Worship until further notice. Sunday worship services will
continue to be streamed online using Facebook Live from our sanctuary
and posted on our website and YouTube page.

2020 Christmas Offering Envelopes
Your 2020 Christmas Offering Envelopes will be accepted up to
January 3rd. If you would like your Envelope picked up – or would like
to drop it off at the Church – contact Rev. Geoff Ross (647-524-1870) or
Kim Shepherd (Clerk of Session: 416-557-5001), or contact your Elder.

Giving Online to St. Andrew’s

Electronic Giving’s: We have a variety of online options for you to give
to St. Andrew’s. First is the Online Donation page on our website:
http://standrewsbrampton.ca/donatetoday/. For those donating this
way, you will receive your tax receipt from Canada Helps, not from the
Church Please print and keep your own receipts. Second is our new
Interac e-Transfers. Go to your banking website, select Interac eTransfer, use the email: treasurer@standrewsbrampton.ca as the
designation for your donation, and enter the amount you wish to
donate. It is very important that in the message area: indicate your
name, envelope number and how you want the donation distributed.

2021 Offering Envelopes

The 2021 Offering Envelopes are here. Due to the current lockdown in
Peel/Brampton, the envelopes will not be delivered to you at this time.
The possibility of a pick-up date in January 2021 will be discussed at the
next Session meeting.

Upcoming Worship Services

Rev. Wayne J. Baswick will be our guest preacher on Sun., December
27th – the 1st Sunday after Christmas. The service will be on Facebook
Live at 10:30, and then posted on the St. Andrew’s website.

Hymns for Christmas Eve 10:00pm Service

