ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020 – 7:30PM

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols Service
Prelude: “Bring A Torch, Jeannette, Isabelle” 17th C. Provençal Carol

Approach to Worship

St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church
A Community Loving God
By Loving our Neighbours
____________________________________

At St. Andrew's, Brampton, we:
learn together to know God’s love through worship and study;
put our faith into action by loving and caring for each other;
use God’s gifts to go forth to bring others to Christ.

Opening Sentences: “Zechariah’s Prophecy” Luke 1:67-79
Call to Worship: Isaiah 9:2-7
Arise, shine, for your light has come!
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
The people walking in darkness now have seen a great light.
On those in the land of deep darkness light has dawned.
For a child has been born to us. To us a son is given.
All authority rests upon his shoulders:
He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Nations shall come to His light, kings to His bright star;
The LORD has risen; His glory now appears among us!
Rejoicing, we proclaim the world’s praises of Him;
Lo, our King comes; He who called us out of darkness
into his marvelous light!
Hymn: Oh come, all ye faithful
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Prayer of Approach:
Come, anticipated Jesus,
Come as hope.
Come, foretold Jesus,
Come as peace.
Come, longed for Jesus,
Come as joy.
Come, predicted Jesus,
Come as love.
Come, awaited Jesus,
Quiet as light.
Come, expected Jesus,
Come as king.
Come, infant Jesus,
Come as Lord.
All:
Come; Arise, Shine, enter into our lives. Amen

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Advent Liturgy and Lighting the Christ Candle
See insert
Advent Hymn: Hope is a star https://youtu.be/s4OnYjWaapc 119

Hearing the Word

Departing

Unison Prayer for Illumination:
(See Readings below)
Christmas God, who sent your Son to be the “Light of the
world,” may the glorious light of your Gospel shine in our
hearts so that we may reflect your glory. Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Hymn: Joy to the world
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Commission and Benediction:
As we leave, let us give thanks for the gift of God’s light.
“Let us arise, shine, for our light has come;
the glory of the Lord rises upon us.”

https://youtu.be/5g_LxNwym-0

Second Reading: Luke 2:1-20

https://youtu.be/PRM2UnqcZ2c

Hymn: Silent night
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https://youtu.be/kFHnRp_zIeE

(Sung and led by the Senior Choir, featuring Sarah Loree – flute)

Third Reading: Matthew 2:1-12
https://youtu.be/Auh4iiUpuXA

Meditation: “A Glorious Light.”
Christmas Reading: John 1:1-14, 16-17

Rev. G. Ross

https://youtu.be/a8CT0EjLTo0

Response and Thanksgiving
Offering Announcement
The Doxology:
We give thee but Thine own, what e’er the gift may be.
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
Prayer of Dedication
Christmas God, whose Son – Emmanuel, God with us –
Came to be the Light of the world, revealing your love for us;
We pray, may our gifts, given freely, joyfully and in faith:
reflect your glory and our gratitude, now and forever. Amen.
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:
See insert
Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

As a people in darkness we have seen a great light.
“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.”
Rejoicing, we proclaim the world’s praises of Him;
“Lo, our King comes;
He calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light!”
This Christmas, may your good deeds praise God.
“As jewels of a crown, may we shine like stars in heaven.”
Amen.
Postlude: “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”

arr. A. Clark

https://youtu.be/xFDcJQeu28E

(played by the St. Andrew’s Leap of Faith, Led by Shelagh Tyreman)

May God bless you this Christmas and keep you in 2021.
From the Ministers, Session & Staff of
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

Merry
Christmas!

Readings for Christmas Eve: First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

In Worship This Evening
Minister:
Music Director:
Advent Reading:
Readers:
Technicians:

Rev. Geoffrey M. Ross
Shelagh Tyreman
The Ross Family
Robyn Jarjour, Colin & June Young
Bill & Anna-Marie Dewar
Rev. Rosemary Doran
Simpson Ross, Thomas Dewar
Peter Shepherd

Senior Choir

Soprano
Mary Louise Duncan, Rosalind Cammidge, Mae MacDonald,
Barb McMechan-Woods, Annette Gayle, Heather Midgley,
Patricia Hewes, Geri Watt, Susan Jess, Elizabeth Waymann
Alto
Bonnie Bunkis, Karen Dunlop, Anna-Marie Dewar, Pam Loree
Tenor
Sandra Jackson, Ian Jess, Jim Convery
Bass
Thomas Dewar, Bill Dewar, Andy Bunkis, Kennedy Jackson,
John Collins, Ray Scanlan

Leap Of Faith
Violin: Pam Loree

Guitar: Michelle Tedder, Nathan Woods
Clarinet: May Jackson
Flute: Crystal Trauzzi, Sarah Loree, Andreas Moeschl
Trombone: Thomas Dewar
Trumpet: Justin Kelly-Boxe
Baritone Horn: Andy Bunkis
Alto Sax: Mary Louise Duncan
Congas/Drum Kit: Kennedy Jackson, Nathan Woods
Percussion/Vibraphone: Bonnie Bunkis
Percussion: Barb McMechan-Woods, Nathan Woods
Euphonium: Justin Kelly-Boxe
Organ: Ruth Kelly-Boxe
Piano/Organ: Shelagh Tyreman

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon
you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and
rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the
praise of the LORD.
Second Reading: Luke 2:1-20
About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names
of all the people to be listed in record books. These first
records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. So
Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem
in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David’s
hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from
David’s family. Mary was engaged to Joseph and traveled
with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going to have a baby,
and while they were there, she gave birth to her first-born son.
She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay,
because there was no room for them in the inn.
That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were
guarding their sheep. All at once an angel came down to them
from the Lord, and the brightness of the Lord’s glory flashed
around them. The shepherds were frightened. But the angel
said, “Don’t be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make

everyone happy. This very day in King David’s hometown a Savior
was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know who he is,
because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed
of hay.” Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven
and joined in praising God. They said: “Praise God in heaven!
Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God.”
After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the
shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see what
the Lord has told us about.” They hurried off and found Mary
and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay.

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.

When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the
angel had said about him. Everyone listened and was
surprised. But Mary kept thinking about all this and
wondering what it meant. As the shepherds returned to their
sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things
about him. Everything they had seen and heard was just as
the angel had said.

Christmas Reading: John 1:1-14, 16-17
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Third Reading: Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.”

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace
and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.
(L: The Word of the Lord. R: Thanks be to God.)

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Intercession:
Gracious God, on this Holy night
your Son, our Saviour, was born a human child.
Born to give the world hope.
All: For your grace, we give you thanks.

Announcements for Thursday, Dec. 24, 2020

On this Holy night heaven’s Son came down to earth,
Left sapphire throne for flesh and bone,
Entering a world in need of God’s presence and peace.
All: For your love, God for us, we give you thanks.

In light of the ongoing rise in COVID19 cases – and the Peel/Brampton
region in lockdown, the Session has regrettably decided to postpone
In-Person Worship until further notice. Sunday worship services will
continue to be streamed online using Facebook Live from our
sanctuary and posted on our website and YouTube page.

On this Holy night Mary and Joseph,
and the baby Jesus found shelter in a stable.
Bless our homes and all whom we know with joy.
All: For your Son, born to be with us, we give you thanks.
On this Holy night your Christ
came as a light shining in the darkness.
Approach and comfort us by the light of your eternal love.
All: Come God within us, bring to us your presence.
On this Holy night shepherds heard your glad tidings:
May this Good News change our lives, giving us the grace
to live the Gospel of Christ in all that we do.
All: Come Lord Jesus, Son of God, promise fulfilled.
On this Holy night
Christians the world over are celebrating His birth.
Open our hearts that He may be born in us today.
All: Come awaited Holy Child, transform our world.
On this Holy night Jesus entered into this world,
revealing for us the extent of your love and grace:
move us to reach out to those you call us to love.
All: Come, rule the world with grace and truth.
On this Holy night when heaven and earth
worshipped at the manger throne, we pray
receive the prayers we have offered through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray saying…
LORD’S PRAYER: (Debts/Debtors)
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Welcome to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church – Online!

We are glad that you chose to join us for worship today. We hope
you will find our worship inspiring and our fellowship warm.

Re-opening Date Postponed– Again!

2020 Christmas Offering Envelopes

Your 2020 Christmas Offering Envelopes will be accepted up to
January 3rd. If you would like your Envelope picked up – or would like
to drop it off at the Church – contact Rev. Geoff Ross (647-524-1870) or
Kim Shepherd (Clerk of Session: 416-557-5001), or contact your Elder.

Giving Online to St. Andrew’s
Electronic Giving’s: We have a variety of online options for you to give
to St. Andrew’s. First is the Online Donation page on our website:
http://standrewsbrampton.ca/donatetoday/. For those donating this
way, you will receive your tax receipt from Canada Helps, not from
the Church Please print and keep your own receipts. Second is our
new Interac e-Transfers. Go to your banking website, select Interac eTransfer, use the email: treasurer@standrewsbrampton.ca as the
designation for your donation, and enter the amount you wish to
donate. It is very important that in the message area: indicate your
name, envelope number and how you want the donation
distributed.

2021 Offering Envelopes

The 2021 Offering Envelopes are here. Due to the current lockdown in
Peel/Brampton, the envelopes will not be delivered to you at this
time. The possibility of a pick-up date in January 2021 will be discussed
at the next Session meeting.

Upcoming Worship Services

Rev. Wayne J. Baswick will be our guest preacher on Sun., December
27th – the 1st Sunday after Christmas. The service will be on Facebook
Live at 10:30, and then posted on the St. Andrew’s website.

Hymns for Christmas Eve 7:30pm Service

