SERMON: “faith in ACT!ON: It’ll Cost You…”
Rev. Geoff Ross, Sunday, May 2, 2021, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

Today we continue our annual faith in ACT!ON series/campaign – and our fiA series entitled LIVE JUSTLY – in which we are examining what God expects/requires of us in how we are to live/act out our faith. Last week we heard how the prophet Micah – in our core text Micah 6:8 – picking up from Moses(Deuteronomy/last week), and the prophet Isaiah(reading) who also called out the People of God for their false worship – tells us that worship that is true/pure/desired by God is not just based on faith, but is lived out in/through our actions. In this text it’s clear that God expects/wants nothing less than everything – a life committed  to do His will that starts by living a faith that isn’t expressed through words, but by actions – “… what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness/mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” But, what does it mean when God wants us to “do Justice?”

[Justice/definition: “a concern for peace/fairness/equity-equality/respect – for others.” Justice is not about us-it’s meant to be impartial/neutral/objective-blind to status/power/rank. Justice/about balance-scales = fairness:impartial/just treatment without favoritism/discrimination(prejudice/bias). Justice is about action – but not doing anything:Bible/“justice”/“to make right:”/About DO-ing what is needed to correct a wrong.]
It’s essential to know that “justice” is a very important word/concept in the Bible/to God. The Old Testament prophets talked a lot about justice – and about judgement/the criteria God has/uses in His judgement of us/our actions. And, just as importantly/interestingly, they also talked a lot about widows/orphans/aliens/the poor/most vulnerable – others/our neighbours. Why? Because, “justice” is, first/foremost, a relational term/about people living in ‘right’ relationship with God, one another/neighbours, and creation. As God is just/loving(Trinity) – loving the likes of us/the lost/alone/disobedient – we are called to do “justice” and live out our love of/for God in/through our love for our neighbours. And Jesus came to reveal the full measure/scope of what it means to faithfully live out God’s “justice.” 
[Jesus/example of what God is calling us to put into practice:He came to be-with us/to live out His faith/as a sign of God’s love for us-our neighbours. Jesus came to share God’s plan/Good News/Gospel – and to transform world/how we treat one another! His dying to save us was part of His lesson to/for us! WE must take His/God’s message/love/hope to others/outside/into the world – WE must go outside/our comfort zone/give of ourselves/‘spend’ ourselves as Jesus did by putting ourselves/lives/faith into ACT!ON. To LIVE JUSTLY will cost you/me/us] 

And this is where most people balk. It can be easy to sit/talk about justice/sit but the problem is, like our faith/we too often compartmentalize/put the issue of justice in a box/don’t let it change our lives. This isn’t what God requires of us. God doesn’t want us to separate ‘being faithful’ and ‘doing justice.’ To “LIVE JUSTLY” means to fully live out a life of obedience/trust in God – and this includes/means we’re to seek out/champion justice in every form. When it comes to justice – God makes it clear that He expects us to live up to His example, and that of His Son. And, this is what we heard in our Isaiah reading.
The reading opened with God speaking of how Israel is seeking Him: “They seem eager to know my ways – but they’re not following them/they’ve forsaken my commands/and still expect just decisions/treatment.” The reading is pretty clear: They’re ‘practicing’ “faith” in word only and ask why God hasn’t responded. They’re going through the motions – the proper/prescribed religious rituals – but wonder why God isn’t paying attention to them. The problem, God says, is they have separated “being”/“doing.” They say one thing/do another – and don’t do what they’re required to do. By not living a life of obedience/trust in God – their actions contradict God’s will; and God sees/knows it/tells the People of God/us that He is not fooled by our superficial “worship.” What God wants is action! Religious rituals are easy to do/keep – talk is cheap/living justly will cost you/me/us: God wants us to backed our words up/live them out/put our faith into action – not just on Sunday, but every day.

[Jesus reinforced Moses’/Isaiah’s words/Parable of the Good Samaritan:“do this and you will live.” Faith lived out in practice honours God’s will. What is His will?/Take care of those who are suffering/Comfort the widow/orphan/Give to the hungry/Set the oppressed free/Break the yoke of injustice. James:“faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”(James 2:14)]

Friends, to LIVE JUSTLY – to “DO justice” – means to live generously – as God/Jesus is generous! And, by living generously/justly – by giving of ourselves to meet the needs of our sisters/brothers/community/world. We can't just “talk” about what you/I/we believe; we/you/I must “do” something about it. “Being” and “Doing”/Faith and Action are interconnected/affect everything in our lives. God makes it clear that He desires that we care for those He cares about – that He wants us to be His presence/Body/witnesses/ambassadors where our world/neighbours need us to respond: He even gives us a clear list of tangible/practical/physical ways to LIVE JUSTLY by putting our faith into ACT!ON by being Christ to those in need by choosing to give of ourselves wholly/completely. Yes, it’ll cost you – but you will receive so much more. Amen. 

