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As I mentioned last week, when I was thinking about what to preach for last/this week, I 
decided to flesh out some unused notes from the May Just Living faith in ACT!ON series. 
Last week we had an alternative look at the topic of justice/living justly: this we pick up 
the third of the requirements (“do justice/love kindness/walk humbly with your God.”) 
spelled out by God in the Micah 6:1-8 reading. And, to look at our need for humility, 
we’re going to look at a rather unlikely source: Balaam and his talking donkey. 
 

[Balaam?:The son of Beor/from Pethor, in Mesopotamia/mentioned 60 times in the 
Bible/50 in the Book of Numbers:why we’re interested in him – 1 reference in our Micah 
reading. Talking donkey? Not “Donkey” from Shrek (Future Preaching series on “Animal 
Stories” – because animals can see God! Right Milo/Georgie/Paulie) 3 times saw the angel 
of the Lord and stopped:Balaam ‘strikes’ the donkey – God “opened the mouth of the 
donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these 
three times?” (Talking donkeys!) Humiliated Balaam argues with his donkey. Then 
Balaam’s eyes are opened/saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way with his drawn 
sword in his hand; and he bowed all the way to the ground – and begged forgiveness. 
(Always thought this story would make a great ordination sermon entitled “Don’t make an 
Ass of yourself!”) Clearly the Balaam story shouldn’t be dismissed to quickly!] 
 

The Micah reading – essentially a one-sided conversation in which God asks, then 
answers, His own question – is well known for the last verse, but it is the examples that 
are used before it that shed light on the ways in which we are to live; especially if we are 
to live lives dedicated to following God. First we hear God tell the People of Israel how 
He had brought them from the land of Egypt/freed them from slavery/provided leaders like 
Moses/Aaron/Miriam – and how through them He had delivered them safe to the Promised 
Land. And to emphasize God’s saving power He mentions a little-known example of what 
happens when God’s leaders fail to follow His will. This is where Balaam and his talking 
donkey come in. 
 

In brief, Balaam, ordered by King Balak of Moab to curse his enemies, seems to be 
obeying God but secretly is following his own desires/wants the money! Enter the 
terrifying Angel of the Lord – resulting in Balaam humbling himself, submitting his will to 
God’s, and obeying God’s purpose for him: the defeat of the King paving the way for the 
People of Israel to enter into the Promised Land. The point is – just so we don’t get too 
distracted by the whole donkey part of the story – is that, no matter who we are, we are all 
called to be servants to God/to be humble/obedient to God/God’s will for us/those we seek 
to serve. 
 

This is what the second reading underlines: as people of faith we are to be humble servants 
“tending the flock of God that is our charge, exercising the oversight, not under 
compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it – not for sordid gain but eagerly.” 
It almost seems as if Peter is talking about Balaam – or us. Then, a few verses later, he 



says that we “must clothe ourselves with humility in our dealings with one another, for 
God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Peter concludes by saying that we 
are to “humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God so that he may exalt you in due 
time” – this is the mystery and promise of our living justly/putting our faith into action…. 
 

So, what does God require of us? It’s a simple question really; the answer, however, is less 
so if we take our faith seriously. The question, asked by God that God Himself answers 
revealing the full extent of His expectations. In short: God doesn’t want piety, lip-service, 
or showy sacrifices; God wants nothing less than everything. But, how are we to do this? 
This is where the title of the sermon/3rd reading comes in.  
 

The line, “I can do all things through him/Christ who strengthens me;” comes at the end 
of Paul’s letter to the Philippians as he is saying his goodbyes – and it reveals Paul’s 
answer to our question: His full submission/obedience to God’s will. God tells us that 
Moses/Aaron/Miriam did it – even Balaam did it. By submitting/obeying God – who 
strengthened them/makes all things possible – worked through them to fulfill His will. 
“Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God” can only happen if we 
start by submitting ourselves/making a total life commitment. Friends, if we do this/offer 
ourselves up to God completely in all that we say/do, then God will bless us. Amen.  
 


