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DATES TO REMEMBER

November 15™- Service of Baptism & Band Sunday
November 15" - Budget Meeting

November 29" - First Sunday of Advent & Holy
Communion

December 6" - Sunday School Pageant

December 13" - Planned Elder Ordination
Ceremony

December 20" - Christmas Sunday & Band Sunday
December 24" - Christmas Family Service- 4:00 pm

December 24" - Christmas Eve Service- 7:30 pm
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BYRON’S BRIDGE

As October comes to a close, I am looking back
over a busy month with amazement. So much has
happened since Rally Sunday in September. Since
then, there has been so much
going on at St. Andrew’s! In
October alone, we had World
Communion Sunday,
Thanksgiving, and
Anniversary Sunday. [ am
writing this newsletter entry on @
the final Sunday in October, :

which will be our Service of

Gratitude. We have held our first two St. Andrew’s
Community Meals on September 12 and October
10™ and are looking forward to the next one on
November 14™. As we enter November, we are
looking forward to Remembrance Day, a Baptism
Sunday, the yearly Budget Meeting, and the first
Sunday in Advent. Then, it is on to the official

Christmas Season!

So much is going on, and in the midst of it all, as so
many of you know, a portion of the ceiling in the

Great Hall of our historic church has fallen down.

This has caused a huge shift in planning for events

and church gatherings.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church - 44 Church Street East, Brampton, ON L6V 1G3 — (905) 451-1723
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The Great Hall is an invaluable space for large
gatherings of people. We use it, of course, during
our fellowship gatherings after our weekly church
services. The St. Andrew’s Foodbank gathers there
once a week. Our community meals, Advent and
Lenten family events, and so much more take place
in that room, due to its large size and bright lighting
during most of the day. Without the Great Hall, we
lose a huge portion of utilizable space in the church.
This has major impacts on nearly every ministry in
our church. As the lead minister, this is a source of
great anxiety for me, not only in terms of what it
means for the ministries of the church while the
Great Hall is unusable, but also in terms of how and
when we will repair it, and how much it will cost
us. There are still a lot of unknowns, but we are
hard at work developing solutions. However,
regardless of how worrisome this problem may be, |
am reminded of the words of Paul in Philippians.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your

minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7

First, we must be thankful. Thankfully, the plaster

fell from the Great Hall ceiling in the wee hours of

November 2026

the morning, so nobody was hurt. Falling from that
great height, if someone had been in the Great Hall,
this could have been a much greater problem. What
is most important is that everyone is safe. So, we
must pray and understand that God has a plan, and
He will provide a path and the resources to restore
the Great Hall of our beloved church. When I look
back over difficult situations, in the midst of which
I felt doubt, anxiety and uncertainty, I feel relief,
peace and calm, seeing how God worked in those
situations to bring me through to the other side. The
goal is to be able to achieve that peace and calm in
the midst of uncertain situations. Paul reminds us
that by going to God in prayer during our troubles,
and by laying our anxieties at the feet of Christ,
then the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard our hearts and minds.

St. Andrew’s has stood the test of time for almost
200 years, and God-willing, it will stand the test of
time for 200 more. Do not worry and be not
anxious. We will get through this together, with the
help of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit!
Yours in Christ,

Rev. Byron Kappes
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Engagement Announcement

Bill and Anna-Marie Dewar are pleased to
announce the engagement of their daughter,
Victoria Dewar, to Enrico Minichiello.

On August 18", a beautiful summer day, Enrico
asked Victoria to marry him, and she joyfully said
yes. Their families are delighted to celebrate this
special occasion and look forward to supporting

them as they prepare for marriage in summer 2028.

We invite our church family to share in their joy and
to keep Victoria and Enrico in your prayers as they
begin this exciting new chapter together. May God
bless them with love, wisdom, and happiness in the

years ahead.

Golf Tournament

The 2026 St. Andrew’s golf tournament was held on
Saturday September 26™. 24 golfers played 12 holes
at Derrydale Golf Course. From Novice to Pro, all
golfers shared laughs and stories over dinner before
the prizes were awarded. The top team was
composed of past members Wayne and Elizabeth

Giesbrecht and Lee & Brian Gosse.

Every player received a commemorative St.
Andrew’s golf towel plus another item from the
prize table. Thanks to those who donated prizes and
for all those who came out to play. In 2027 we will
need a new convener to organize the tournament as

this was my final year.

Submitted by Pam Loree
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Travelogue from the Hutchinsons

It has been a
whirlwind summer
and fall of
unforgettable

' adventures for Barry

and Karen

Hutchinson! After a
summer filled with cottage time, Barry and Karen
headed west in August for a spectacular two-week
trip to Alberta and B.C. The trip kicked off in
Calgary, Alberta where they happily re-united with
Karen’s cousins, and carried on to Canmore where
friends tied the knot against the breathtaking

backdrop of the Three Sisters mountains.

In October, the excitement shifted across the pond
as Karen flew to London, England, where she met
her daughter, Vanessa, for the trip of a lifetime!
Their whirlwind city tour included iconic spots like
Buckingham Palace, Covent Garden, Borough
Market, and Harrods. Joined by four English
cousins, the fun went into overdrive: brunch on the
69" floor of The Shard, the mind-blowing ABBA
Voyage hologram concert, High Tea at Scotland
Yard’s “The Parlour” and the main event—the

spectacular Queen Elizabeth IT Wardrobe Exhibit.

It was an amazing summer!
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CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE

In Loving Memory - Rev. Philip Albert Rodgers,
B.A., Masters of Divinity

THE REV. PHILIP
ALBERT RODGERS.
BA, M OF DIVINITY

02-Apr-1938 - 11-Oct-2026

We extend our deepest condolences to Joy Rodgers,
family and friends at this sad time.

Our St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church family will
miss him dearly. To read Rev. Philip Rodger’s

obituary, visit bramptonchapel@arbormemorial.ca

In Loving Memory - Dr. Shirley Kellam

Dr. Kellam was a longtime member and elder at

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.

A Celebration of Life for Dr. Kellam will be held at
20 Cherrytree Drive, Brampton on Saturday
December 19™, 2026 from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm.
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WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP
I hope each of you is thoroughly enjoying these
gorgeous autumn days—with crisp, cool mornings,
sunny afternoons, and refreshing evenings.
Although Thanksgiving and our wonderful Church
Anniversary Service are now behind us, this
beautiful Fall weather makes it hard to imagine the
colder months just around the corner. Yet, as the
season changes, so does the life of our church,
bringing with it a wonderful lineup of events for

November and December.

The approach of winter is always an exciting,
spirit-filled season at St. Andrew’s, and our
upcoming calendar is rich with opportunities to

gather in faith and fellowship:

e Remembrance Day Service (Sunday,
November 8™): We invite you to join us for
a deeply moving service of reflection and
gratitude. Together, we will honor the brave
men and women who have given their lives
in military service, while also recognizing
and praying for those who actively serve in

our armed forces today.

e Service of Holy Baptism (Sunday,
November 15™): Our faith community will

share in the immense joy of celebrating the
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baptisms of two precious children as we
welcome them into the warmth of Christ’s

family.

e First Sunday in Advent (Sunday,
November 29™): Believe it or not, the end
of November marks the beginning of the
Christmas Worship Season! We will light
the first Advent candle, embarking together
on our journey of anticipation, hope, and
joy.

e Sunday School Pageant (Sunday,
December 6™): An absolute highlight of the
year for young and old alike! Please mark
your calendars so you don't miss our
children sharing the timeless Christmas

story through song and drama.

e Christmas Sunday (Sunday, December
20™): Always another true highlight, with
special music performed by our amazing

choir and band.

Christmas at St. Andrew’s is always filled with
warmth, music, and joyful reverence. As the
holidays draw near, we encourage you to keep an
eye on our church website at
standrewsbrampton.ca for full details regarding
our Christmas Eve services and other special

seasonal gatherings.
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As we begin preparing our hearts, minds, and
homes to welcome the arrival of Baby Jesus, may
God fill your lives with His abundant peace, hope,
and joy. I look forward to worshipping alongside

you in the weeks ahead.
Karen Hutchinson — Chair

PROPERTY REPORT
If you have been standing at the edge of the Great
Hall recently, and notice it has been closed for your
safety, you may have looked up and observed that a

circle of plaster is missing from the ceiling.

Unfortunately, there will not be a quick fix to this
ceiling. Our church’s Insurance Company,
Ecclesiastical, has sent an adjuster and engineer to
look at the ceiling in the Great Hall. They believe
there is no structural damage, but there might be
water intrusion, as there are what look like water
marks on the plaster. They inspected the roof with a
drone during the end of October to see if there was
any damage to our slate roof. We had samples of the
fallen plaster and samples from a damaged wall in
the manse, which were sent out for testing, and
there was no asbestos found in the plaster from the
ceiling or the manse. This is good news.

After the drone has completed the survey of our
roof, the insurance company will have to decide

how to proceed. Plaster lath work is not done to a
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large extent any more and any repairs would
probably remove the lath in the area to be fixed,
then fire resistant dry wall will be used to affect the
repair. The engineer will probably bring in a
hydraulic platform to inspect the ceiling. Since any
repair that is done by the insurance will need to go
out to tender, the Property Committee does not
expect a quick resolution to our problem. It will be
well into the new year before the problem is fixed.

Thank you for your patience.

The other good news is that the parking lot has been
repaved, with new painted lines.

Robert Wightman - Chair

Do you love a Mystery?

The St. Andrew’s social team has organized a
Mystery Dinner program for the past few winters.
Participants either host or attend a dinner on the
first Saturday of January, February and March, and
in April we gather at the church for a potluck dinner
together. The mystery is that you don’t know who is
coming to dinner. Our numbers fell short last year -
it works best if we have at least 24 participants to
host and attend. We need to hear from you!!

We will organize the Mystery Dinner program again

this winter if we have enough interest.



INSIDE

ST. ANDREW’S November 2026

Please send an email to the church office to confirm
your interest before November 28" at

Office@standrewsbrampton.ca
Submitted by Pam Loree

TREASURER'’S REPORT

Thank you for your continued support of St.
Andrew’s and for the generosity you show through
your offerings. Your commitment sustains our
ministries, our building, and the work we do

together in Christ’s name.

Year-to-date offerings are currently 12% lower
than last year, and we are carefully managing
expenses to ensure our core programs continue
uninterrupted. However, recent unplanned property
repairs have created additional financial pressure.
Over the past two months, the Property Committee
has addressed two significant issues: drain system

repair, and parking lot paving restoration

These essential but unbudgeted repairs totaled
$28,500. Your Anniversary offerings are already
helping us recover these costs, and we are deeply
grateful. Looking ahead, our next unexpected
expense will be the Great Hall ceiling,

which requires repair to ensure the safety and
usability of this important gathering space. Your

continued financial support—whether through

regular offerings, special gifts, or Anniversary
donations—makes a meaningful difference. Every
contribution helps us maintain our facilities, support
our ministries, and remain a strong presence in our

community.

Thank you for giving faithfully and for standing
with St. Andrew’s as we navigate these challenges

with hope and stewardship.

Anna-Marie Dewar - Treasurer

Budget Meeting — Sunday, November 152, 2026

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church will hold its
annual Budget Meeting on Sunday, November
15™, 2026, immediately following the morning

worship service in the sanctuary.

This meeting is an important opportunity for our
congregation to review the proposed 2027 budget,
discuss ministry priorities, and ensure we continue
to steward our resources faithfully. All members
and adherents are encouraged to attend and
participate. Thank you for your ongoing support and

commitment to the life and work of St. Andrew’s.
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Church Finances

Shortfall Pie Chart

Purpose of this chart is to show in a graphic form the shortfall of contributions to expenses as of October 19, 2026

B Contributions F Deficit

Thank you for your continued support of St
Andrews with your generous contributions.

Contributions & Expenses Comparative

Jan 1 - Oct 19, 2026

Jan 1 - Oct 19, 2025

Contributions

183,025.34
18,512.70
50,942.07

252,480.11

1,949.76
3,800.00
1,079.79
199,828.96
164,660.13
6.,474.81
1,341.90

379,135.35

(126,655.24)

Offerings 160,837.47

SEAOM Offerings/convention 9,463.15

Other Revenue 54,425.68

Total Contributions 224,726.30
Expense

Education 4,209.14

SEAOM Mission 4,237.27

Mission 1,368.65

Property 145,910.16

Stewardship 186,070.63

Worship 6,313.83

Session 1,350.00

Total Expense 349,459.68

Net General Surplus (Deficit) (124,733.38)

Presbyterian Sharing donations* 11,302.00

PWS&D donations* 7.681.50

Food Bank donations* 31,951.12

15,016.00
3,995.00
37,647.13

* NOTES: 1) Presbyterian Sharing, PWS&D and Food Bank donations are not included in the Offerings numbers above.

Bank Account Balances

Jan 1 - Oct 19, 2026

Jan 1 - Oct 19, 2025

General Bank 11,998.56
Restricted Bank 52,895.78
Food Bank 92,589.08
Trustee Bank 16,022.52
Session Bank 4 .236.84
Line of credit (40,000.00)

3,751.00
54,973.15
130,805.64
13,015.87
3,446.84

(13,000.00)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School Is in Full Swing!

Our classes—from Kindergarten through Grade
12—are buzzing with energy! Together, we’re
discovering God’s people and promises, exploring
Jesus’ teachings, and learning about the power of

prayer.

There is even more excitement ahead! We are
getting ready for our Sunday School Pageant on
Sunday, December 6™ 2026. That day, the Sunday
School will also take the lead at coffee fellowship.
We can’t wait to share a brand-new pageant with the
congregation, and we are so grateful for your

continued encouragement and support.

Our Youth class has been busy too! During their
first five weeks, they explored Psalm 23 through
RightNow Media and discovered what it means to
follow the Good Shepherd. They learned that Jesus
offers peace and calm—both physically and
spiritually—and lovingly leads us along the right
path. They were reminded that God is always with
us to guide and protect us, that His goodness and
love pursue us every day, and that the Holy Spirit
lives within us as we grow in faith and show the

fruit of the Spirit in our lives.

The Youth will meet again on November 15", and

we look forward to having everyone back together!
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And finally, there is a special way you can join in

the fun...

If you have ever felt a nudge to get involved, now is
the perfect time! We are looking for a caring
volunteer to welcome and care for the littlest
members of our Sunday School in the nursery. If
this sounds like a joyful way for you to serve,
please speak with Kim Shepherd, our Sunday

School Superintendent.

Together, let’s keep growing in faith, learning

together, and having fun along the way!

Kim Shepherd - Sunday School Superintendent
WMS

Come, Connect, and Be Welcomed!

With Thanksgiving behind us and the
colours of fall all around, this is a
lovely time to pause, gather, and enjoy

one another’s company.

We warmly invite you to join us for an afternoon of
fellowship in the Parlour at 1:00 pm on Tuesday,
November 3™ and, weather permitting, December
1. In December, we’ll make the occasion

especially festive with a potluck lunch!

Over tea and treats, we’ll share conversation,

laughter, and good company as we learn more about
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the Together We Can projects in Cuba and at We run these dinners as a free-will offering. Our
Native Urban Ministries Edmonton. next scheduled dinners are November 14",

D ber 12" 2026, and J 9™ 2027.
Whether you’ve been part of the group for many ceember > A0¢ Jatuaty 7. Doors

C . t 4:30 ith di d at 5:00
years or are joining us for the very first time, you’ll open & pm with dinnet setved 8 pm

i til 7: . hoping for al
find a warm welcome and a place at the table. (running until 7:00 pm). We are hoping for a larger

turnout, as time goes on. Our 2™ annual Service of
We look forward to welcoming you, catching up, Gratitude was held on Sunday, October 25". We

and spending a joyful afternoon together. were pleased to have members of police, fire and

Submitted by Kim Shepherd paramedics with us as we thanked them for the
incredible work they do daily. Rev. Byron’s service,
MISSION CORNER , . .
based on the beatitudes, was inspiring and uplifting.
Beginning in September and continuing in October, Cake was served after the service.

the Mission Committee, with o i )
As we move forward, Missions will be announcing

= the guidance of Rev. Byron, o ) ) )
their winter projects. We will be doing another 10

® began having Communit
8 8 Y bags for men at O.C.I. as they reintegrate back into

Meals on the second ) ) ]
the community. We wish to thank the congregation

Saturday of each month. We )
for all the help and support they continue to show

have stuffed mailboxes, and ] )
toward our community and want to wish everyone a

met some of the residents of
Church St, Alexander St.

nd Union Street. Our goal Colin Young - Chair

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

is to meet people in our
immediate community and have them meet us. We
hope that members of our congregation will engage
in a meal and conversation with our community.
The first couple of months have been somewhat

supported by both our community and the

congregation. The people I have met these last two

months have been very positive about the initiative.

10
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From September 1* to October 23", a total of 15

new prayer requests were received. That resulted in
47 updates since we receive several updates as the
person’s condition changes over the following days,

weeks, and months.

We continue to pray for 15 groups and 26
individuals listed in our long-term conditions
section. A monthly prayer list is sent out to all PCG

members at the end of each month.

In Memoriam
We extend our condolences to Joy Rodgers, family
members and friends, on the passing of Rev. Philip

Rodgers on October 11%, 2026.

The PCG received a very heartfelt thank you card
from Dr. Shirley Kellam’s cousin, last name
Watson, who lives in Toronto. Watson is Shirley’s
Mother’s maiden name. They thanked us for our

kind words posted in the comments section of her
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online obituary. They really appreciated that we
prayed for Shirley this year and that we posted our

condolence online from her St. Andrew’s family.

Marilyn Henderson moved in September to River

Oaks Retirement Village in Brampton.

Our resident St. Andrew’s artist Molly Harvey has
kindly offered to create her hand painted Christmas
cards again that we will hand deliver to our shut-in
members who receive the newsletter. We also give a
card to any St. Andrew’s member who lost a loved

one in 2026.

It is a difficult time of year, and we just want to let
them know we are thinking of them. These cards are
delivered by our newsletter delivery angels; Ray
Scanlan & Doreen Scott-Dunne, Valerie Martin,

Felicity Alexander, and Sandra Jackson.

Sandra Jackson - PCG Administrator

11
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FOODB ANK
Serving local Brampton families in need for the past
36 years
Our client base has changed over the last few years
and we now have many young families with
children and more seniors. We currently serve 3
Mothers with their 2-3 month old babies, 6-8
Mothers with kids in strollers around age 1, not
walking yet, and about 15 Mothers with toddlers
just under the age of 4. All the Mothers and a few
Fathers that have kids over the age of 4 still visit
weekly now that the kids are back in school, due to
the high cost of food. Seniors’ usage has also
increased as they are struggling on limited income.
We have 6 seniors that use walkers and several
using canes. We see many new faces all the time,
and they are so appreciative of the assistance we
provide weekly. Our Client numbers average
weekly about 125 in weeks 1+ 2 of the month. As
their money runs out we can see up to 145 weekly
in the last 2 weeks of the month.
Since the Great Hall is closed due to the ceiling
issue as of October 4™, we have no warm place for
our clients to wait before we open on Wednesdays
at noon. We currently place chairs in the parking lot,

and the Clients wait outside and we call them inside
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in groups of 5. We are concerned for their safety as
the temperatures continue to drop in Nov + Dec.
We pray for a quick resolution to the Great Hall

ceiling issue soon.

BLESSED AT THANKSGIVING

We celebrated Thanksgiving with our clients on
Wednesday, October 7™ and handed out extra food
items. We are extremely blessed by our loving
Brampton Community neighbours, who purchase
premade brown paper bags of food items, and drop
them off at the donation bins as they exit the
grocery store. The last week of September and the
days leading up to Thanksgiving, the bins were so
overflowing that our volunteers had to make two
trips weekly to collect the mountains of bags
donated. Many thanks to the grocery store managers
and staff who create these bags for their customers
to purchase. Big shout out to: Metro Brampton
Mall, FoodLand Vodden, FoodLand Caledon East,
Chalo Freshco Chinguacousy, and Freshco BCC.
We are so blessed to have their support all year long

but especially during the holidays - WOW!

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HEALTHY
NEW YEAR
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The Food Bank Committee has decided not to ask
the congregation to donate items to our clients for
Christmas. We feel that our clients appreciate the
extra food items and sweet treats we purchase,
including 150 ‘Bruce the Cookie Man’ chocolate
chunk cookies. We will celebrate Christmas on
Wednesday, December 16", We made this decision
knowing that members of St. Andrew’s are also
feeling the economic pinch this year. So, we
encourage you all to assist the Worship Committee
with Project Cozy Christmas donations, and the
church finances to cover the unexpected cost of
repairing the parking lot, and now the Great Hall
ceiling. We want to thank our St. Andrew’s Family
and Volunteers for your support in 2026, and we
wish everyone and your families a Merry
Christmas, and Happy Healthy New Year!

Sandra Jackson - Food Bank Secretary

GRACE NOTE
Our Grace Group had a wonderful time connecting
during our October meeting! We discussed an array
of topics including the first video in our “Every
Thought Captive” series, “Conformed or
Transformed”, diving deep into what influences our
thoughts and how we can recognize different
thought patterns. It was an encouraging time of

honest conversation and community.
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We are already looking forward to our next meeting,
where we will dive into the second video of the
series, “The Pattern of Distraction”.

We will also be using that time to plan our in-person
gathering for December. We look forward to seeing
how these discussions continue to shape our daily
lives and deepen our fellowship as we wrap up the
year together.

Submitted by Maggie Nicol

COOKIE CAMPAIGN 2026

All good things must come to an end ... but all
good things always come back. OH SO GOOD
SHORTBREAD COOKIES WITH MILK
CHOCOLATE CHUNKS are ready to be served.
And yes, your favourite fruit cake and shortbread

are available too.

Orders can be placed as early as now. Please review
the flyer on the back page of this newsletter for

more information.

Something you should know... cash and cheques,
payable to Bruce Cornish are an acceptable form of
payment, but if you want to do on-line banking,
please pay by e-transfer... Cash and cheques are
fine. Ordering early means you are guaranteed the
product you are requesting. Order by December

15" or even earlier, as supplies may be limited.
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I'm sure you do not want to miss out on those. .. Deadline for submissions to the next Issue:
MILK CHOCOLATE CHUNKS. Eat a cookie or This newsletter is printed by Post Plus Business
two or three or four and be happy. Centre. www.postplus.ca - 905-451-1511

Thank you, Bruce ‘cookie-man’ Cornish We would like to thank Doreen Scott-Dunne for

brewsterwlu@hotmail.com collecting and editing submissions, Pam Loree &
Kim Shepherd for distribution by email and web,

A and Rachel Duncan for formatting and desktop

publishing via DUNCAN DIGITAL DOCS.

From your home or remote in our office,
v Have your precious memories scanned
(Photos, paperwork, slides, scrapbooks, etc.),
v Type your materials at 70 words/minute,

v and more at;

www.DuncanDigitalDocs.com
416-545-7648

Rachel. Duncan ncanDigitalD J11)

MINISTRY TEAM CONTACT INFO

Rev/ Byron Kappes - Lead Minister

905-451-1723 Ext. 201
rev.byronkappes@standrewsbrampton.ca

Rev. Wayne J. Baswick - Minister in Association

905-456-1727 - wayne@standrewsbrampton.ca

Rev. Babar Allahditta - Minister in Association

647-779-8281 - urdu(@standrewsbrampton.ca

14
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